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Introduction
The International Reading Association’s (IRA) International Development in Oceania Committee (IDOC) coordinates activities in the Oceania region. 
IDOC aims to identify and support professional development projects in the region. 
Literacy is at the heart of a student’s ability to learn and succeed – at school and for life. That’s why the members of IDOC want all Pacific Island students to discover the joy of books. 
While today’s students have access to a world of learning tools that their parents could only have dreamed of, including the internet, some of our best lessons come from one of time’s oldest teaching tools - books. Each turn of the page can bring a new adventure that fosters our creativity, knowledge and imagination, while boosting skills in literacy that we use in every part of our lives.
IDOC is proud to sponsor the Oceania Reading Challenge.

The International Development in Oceania Committee’s (IDOC) Oceania Reading Challenge is for all primary school students in both government and non-government schools in the Pacific Islands.  

The aim of the Challenge is to promote a love of reading.  It is not a competition, but a challenge to each student to read, to read more and to read more widely.

How does the Challenge work?

The 2010 Reading Challenge begins at the start of Term 3 (9th August) and officially ends on 4th September 2010.  Students who accept the Challenge must read 10 books (appropriate to their developmental level) during this period.  
Ongoing reading is encouraged.

They will then be issued with a certificate, signed by their principal and the Chair of the International Development in Oceania Committee on 8th September 2010 which is the International Literacy Day.
Challenge Guidelines
· Schools can register and participate in the Reading Challenge with any number of students, from one individual to a whole school program.

· Students must keep a record of their reading using a standard format called the Student Reading Record.
· There are no set books. Students just need to read 10 books in this time period. However, these books should be at an appropriate level.
· Year 1 and Year 2 students can read independently or ‘experience’ books for the Challenge.  ‘Experiencing’ a book can include a range of classroom or home activities such as a class reading of a big book, shared reading, listening and reading along with a text and being read to.  Students can share their reading with parents, teachers, aides, siblings, student buddies or classmates.  
· The Student Reading Record must be completed by the 4th September 2010. 

· Students only need to read 10 books to receive a certificate but teachers should encourage students to read more than the minimum number. Teachers should also encourage students to read widely and should be encouraged to read types of books that they do not usually read.
Roles
The role of the in-country coordinator is to:
· Publicise the 2010 Reading Challenge to all schools in the country

· Answer any questions or concerns relating to the Challenge

· Take registrations from schools

· Distribute certificates
The role of the principal is to:
· Register the school to participate in the challenge
· Organise the student participation 

· Send a letter  to parents 
· Distribute Student Reading Records to class teachers 
· Sign and distribute the Student Certificates.
The role of the class teacher is to:
· Distribute Student Reading Records to students.
· Assist students in selecting suitable books to be read 
· Sign the Student Reading Record sheet if books have been read during class activities. 

· Collect student reading records at the end of the challenge and pass them onto the principal. 
The role of parents is to:

· Sign the Student Reading Record sheet for books that have been read in their presence. 

· Ensure Student Reading Records are returned to teachers by 5th September 2008.
Registering

Schools must register with their in-country coordinator. This person is a member of the International Development in Oceania Committee.

	Country
	Coordinator
	Contact Details

	Fiji
	Matavuso Kotobalavu 



	Curriculum Development Unit

Vinod Patel Building

Suva

Fiji

matavuso.kotobalavu@govnet.gov.fj

	Cook Islands
	Kathy George



	Minsistry of Education

PO Box  97
Cook Islands 
kgeorge@education.gov.ck

	Nuie
	Janet Tasmania 



	PO Box 32

Halamahaga

Alofi

Niue

janettasmania@mail.nu

janettasmania@gov.nu


.  
Tips and Teaching Notes 

(taken from: https://products.schools.nsw.edu.au/prc/teacherNotes.html)
Encouraging students to participate in the Challenge:

Getting reluctant readers started:

· In pairs students can explore aspects of visual literacy in picture books and both students can include the book on their Student Reading Record:
· Pair tentative readers with one another for shared reading of books; and 
· Incorporate the Challenge into existing reading practices e.g. homework, literacy groups, Drop Everything and Read (DEAR), home reading program , 5 Finger Test.
Keeping up the enthusiasm:

· Student reviews of books, recommending them to other like-minded readers can be kept as a resource in the library/classroom or displayed on the wall. 

· Schools can reward individual achievement in-house.
· Recognise students who have read 5 books or present a school award when students first complete the Challenge.
· Students stand in assembly and are applauded for their efforts 

· Students’ photos can be displayed on a special board 

· Students can place a small star next to their name on a chart when they have read 5 books.
· Schools can encourage participation in the Challenge as part of the community of readers, a member of a huge book club.
· Students can colour one square on a graph paper display when each book is read showing the number of books read for the Challenge by all the readers in the school 

· Students’ book reviews can be published in the school newsletter with a short report on the school's progress in the Challenge 

· Recognise students who read beyond the Challenge after 1 September or read more than the minimum number of books with in-school rewards
Involving parents in the Challenge:

· Launch the Challenge publicly, 
· Include information and regular updates in the school newsletter 

· Promote the Challenge through school open days and nights 

· Include the Challenge in promotional material 

· Use the school's Home Reading Program to encourage parents to support the Challenge and monitor their child's progress during the year 

Ways to know students have read the books:

· Many schools treat the program as an individual, home-reading program and only require the students to submit their entry 

· Other schools build home-school partnerships by using personal reading logs and having the parents sign the log when students have finished reading the books or asking parents to sign the Student Reading Log as each book is read. 
· When the Challenge is embedded in school programs, teachers may require  "proof of reading". There are many imaginative ways teachers can devise for students to prove they have read a book: 

· student declaration, students sign a statement saying the Challenge has been all their own work and they have read all the books listed 

· short interview to discuss each book as it is read 

· sharing information about the book with a buddy 

· producing a written book review 

· activity based on the text, e.g., talking or writing about a favourite character or what might have happened after the story finished; an explanation of the student's choice for another title for the story; a summary of the story from one character's point of view or that character's diary entries 

· class publication of students' responses to books they are reading for the Challenge 
Contacting the IDOC Oceania Reading Challenge

If you require more information about the Reading Challenge, please contact the Chair of IDOC, Maureen Goodwin.
E-mail:  mgoodwin@oyster.net.ck
Appendices

1. Letter to Parents

2. Student Reading Record
3. Student Certificate
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Dear Parents
Your child is invited to take part in the 2010 Oceania Reading Challenge. Our school is challenging every student to read more, and more challenging books than they do now.

The challenge is open to all primary schools and is running between 9th of August and 4th of September 2010. All students are encouraged to participate knowing that the Oceania Reading Challenge is not a competition, but a way to encourage greater involvement in reading. Students who meet the challenge will be rewarded with certificates signed by the Principal.

· Students must keep a record of their reading. The school will give this to your child.
· There are no set books to be read. Students just need to read 10 books in this time period. However, these books should be at an appropriate level.
· Year 1 and Year 2 students can read independently or read them with you.
· The Student Reading Record must be completed before the end of 3rd of September 2010 and returned to the school by the 4th of September 2010. 

Yours sincerely
 [Principal’s name] 
[School name]  
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OCEANIA READING CHALLENGE 2009
	This is the Personal Reading Log of:  


	

	My school is:


	

	I am in Year:
	

	Book Number
	Title
	Author
	Signature of Adult

	1


	
	
	

	2


	
	
	

	3


	
	
	

	4


	
	
	

	5


	
	
	

	6


	
	
	

	7


	
	
	

	8


	
	
	

	9


	
	
	

	10
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CONGRATULATIONS 

_________________________________________________has completed the
OCEANIA READING CHALLENGE 2010
You are a great reader!

	Principal
	Member:
International Development in Oceania Committee


