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- The Literacy part of the Lane Project
at Linwood College

- Investigate best practice for teaching reading
according to international and New Zealand
research

- Trial a remedial programme at Linwood
College suitable for use with young adults
being tutored by volunteers

- Test the programme with youth in alternative
education centres
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Why phonics?

- Phonics is not yet taught systematically in all
our preschool and new entrant classes

- With phonics you have the means to work out
unfamiliar words

- Phonics provides a framework for delayed
readers to build on
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— be taught with a relative emphasis on
synt hetir c phoni

NMost researchers and cl |
argue about whether one has to teach
phonics, whole word identification or how to
use contextual cues. The argument is the
relative emphasis to be placed on each. 0

Dr Craig Wright in a DDOL letter



New Zealand Effective Literacy
Practice In Years 1to 4

Children need to learn, through deliberate
focused instruction, which letters represent
which sounds. p32

Effective Literacy Practice in Years 1 to 4
Ministry of Education, 2003



What Is phonics?

- A knowledge of the alphabetic code (26 letters
making 44 sounds or phonemes)

- The abllity to segment and blend the
sounds



- Australian National Inquiry into the

Teaching of Literacy

Children who are identified as being at risk of
experiencing difficulties in learning to read
can become successful readers If they develop
knowledge of letter  -sound relationships,
understand the alphabetic system and are
taught within an integrated reading approach:

- Phonemic awareness

- Phonics

- Fluency

- Vocabulary knowledge

- Text comprehension
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Brain activity when engaged in reading

Struggling reader Good reader




Struggling reader
after phonics intervention

Sousa, D. (2005) How the Brain Learns to Read. CORWIN PRESS;CALIFORNIA




What is synthetic phonics?

A child being taught that the letters ca and t
correspond t o kouhoe 0sadtuhidhs
and that these can be put together
(synthesised) to make t he
being taught synthetic phonics.

Max Coltheart and Margo Prior Learning to read in Australia.
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Toe by Toe

It is a synthetic phonics programme

- Students learn a pattern and practise it
through nonsense words

- They then read real words

- Students must read each word correctly 3
consecutive times (on different days)

- Then they practise the pattern in text






