“Achieving Fluency in Reading for all Students with Reader’s Theatre”

Identifying the factors that make a difference

	Features and Benefits of 
Audio-assisted Reader’s Theatre

	Factors that make a difference

	1) Scripts are specifically written for   presentation as Reader’s Theatre.

	Concentration is on fluent reading with students relying on voices rather than on acting, costumes and props, for a successful presentation.

	2) Audio provides a good model of fluent reading allowing access to texts that may have otherwise been inaccessible.
	Scripts are read (by New Zealanders) fluently but slowly enough for students to read along.  Model is uncluttered by distracting noises. Reading gets faster as scripts get more difficult.



	3) Students are included in mixed-ability groups, learning with and from each other. Support for struggling readers and English Language Learners.

	Scripts are multi-levelled (with parts that are on, above and below level). Easy parts are not readily identifiable as such because every part is important and each part has a similar amount of text. Audio provides extra support.

	4) Reading is achievable.
	Parts are levelled; student reads part at instructional reading level.

Students are set up to succeed during Orientation.



	5) Repeated Readings.
	Scripts are short and interesting so students can repeat readings.


	6) Students experience success.

	Students practise each script until they can read it accurately, fluently and with good understanding.


	7) Students are motivated to read, to practise and to collaborate.

	Scripts are of high interest to students whose interest levels may exceed their reading levels and are presented in an interesting manner. Students are supported by audio and each other.  Incentive to practise for presentation to audience. A successful presentation is contingent on everyone doing well.


	8) Students read a variety of quality material.


	Scripts are written by a variety of good authors on a variety of topics (fiction, legends, Maths, science and social studies) of relevance to NZers and with links to NZ curriculum.

	9) Increase in reading “mileage”
	Scripts are short enough and of high enough appeal to interest students in re-reading. Students spend majority of the time reading.



	10) Concentration on reading fluency and comprehension.


	Any activities are meaningful. Discussion is encouraged.
Comprehension is facilitated and taught during orientation.

	11) Vocabulary extension
	Opportunities to extend vocabulary during orientation, practice and listening to others read.  Scripts have glossaries.



	12) Writing

	Inspiration and guidance for students from award-winning authors on how to write their own scripts for Reader’s Theatre.

	13) Assessment and Feedback


	Fluency Assessment sheets for teacher, self and peer assessment.


	14) Students self-monitor, control and take responsibility for their learning.
	Students are encouraged to make decisions about their progress (decide on next steps) and to develop meta-fluency.


	15) Home-School Links
	“Failure-free”, appropriate practice at home with guidance for parents.
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