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New Zealand Reading Association  -  Manawatu Council

Annual General Meeting

4 March 2010

President’s Report for the 2009 year

Our small and dedicated committee thoroughly enjoyed organising many different types of events for you last year (2009).  

Term 1

· We started our year with the MRA AGM and welcomed Gay Hay and Brenda Martin to Intermediate Normal School for a Glimpse of Discovery Time. 
Term 2

· Gay and Brenda returned for a full Discovery Time Workshop held at Lytton Street School.  This event was very popular and many schools are now seeing the benefits of running their own DT programmes. 
· The annual Children’s Lit Quiz was held in May at the Civic Centre in Feilding and this year was opened up to Year 6 children.  This event is one we organise on behalf of Wayne Mills, ‘Mr Lit Quiz’, and we enjoy the opportunity to be part of an event for children.  
· Also in Term 2 the Manawatu Branch of the NZRA started the process of compiling the Forum Magazine, which came out to members late last year.  Each council has a turn to select material and decide on the theme of the magazine.  Then it is sent away to the National Executive Editor, Joan Gibbons, in Hamilton where editing is finalised, the magazines are printed and we await their arrival.  They arrived very late last year and a small group of teachers (and their children) labelled, stamped and posted envelopes to you in order for your final issue of the year to arrive in 2009.
Term 3

· Our annual Beginning Teachers’ Workshop was hosted by Somerset School.  Lesley Dowding, was our Key Note speaker and two teachers sponsored by the National NZRA and the MRA shared their experiences at the 2008 NZRA Conference in Hamilton; the various workshops also provided practical ideas for classroom teachers.
· NZRA and the MRA sponsored Fiona Hunter to the NZRA Conference in Queenstown.
· We were able to provide a first book for newborn babies at Palmerston North Hospital during the months of September and December thanks to a generous grant from the Thomas Richard Moore Trust.
Term 4

· This was a quiet term for us in 2009 and we ended the year with dinner at Pompeii Pizza.  
· Our committee enjoy putting together events for our colleagues.  We meet on the third Thursday of the month at the National Library and enjoy a coffee and a sweet treat during our meetings.  You are most welcome to join us.  
· After 10 years on or committee we fare-welled Yvonne Lovelock late last year.   Yvonne was a key member of our team.  
· Thank you Lisa, Mia, Lorraine, Sonia, Leigh, Jan and Ann-Marie for your passion, dedication and hard work during 2009. 
2010

We have another year of focused professional development and social events planned for you.

Term 1

We are start with today’s AGM and are looking forward to hearing Diana talk about her books.

Term 2 

Our beginning Teachers’ workshop will be held on Thursday 22nd April (Week 2).

The Children’s Lit Quiz® will be held on Friday 28 May at the Feilding Civic Centre.  The quiz is now open to year 6 children.  

Joy Watson event???

Term 3

We will be running our Books for Babies programme throughout September, gifting many new babies their first book.  

We are planning a mini conference in Term 3 and plans will soon underway for this event.

Term 4

The biennial bus tour is on again in November.  This is a popular event and not one to be missed.

We now ask for email addresses on your membership forms so we can keep in touch and let you know when events are happening.  So look out for emails throughout the year.  We appreciate the emails you send us with questions and feedback.  Thank you for your support.  Our committee wouldn’t exist without you and we thoroughly enjoy providing opportunities for you.

Sarah McCord

President

NZRA Manawatu Council Committee
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