
Best and Worst 2009  

 
This year  our annual Best and Worst evening was  held at the Upper Riccarton Library on 

November the 20 th . This collaborative event was staged using the expertise from both The 

Christchurch City Library staff and the Canterbury Reading Association.  

As a different approach: This yearõs attendees were invited to  judge specific books on 

display. These ranged from older fiction to picture books.  Bill Nagelkerke then spoke to us 

about how books , for such events as the New Zealand Post Book Aw ards or Hans Christian  

Anderse n Awards,  might  be judged. Over the interval people  were invited to make changes 

to their judgments using Billõs informative criteria. 

Bob Docherty spoke passionately about  òBobõs Booksó- great  childrenõs reads of 2009  and 

Sheila, from Childrenõs Bookshop spoke about excellent  buys for the Christmas stocking. 

Another delicious Christmas cake was consumed ; so many thanks to  Sally from Kirkwood 

Intermediate School  for weaving her culinary magic . Te Tai Tamariki supported Best and  

Worst with an Auction of two soft toys (donated by Childrenõs Bookshop) from òWhere the 

Wild Things Are ó and Jenny Cooper donated an original water  colour. The Two White S wans 

vineyard  provided some sumptuous red wine. Our special thanks go to Louise East er and her 

team from the Christchurch City Library and Maureen Keen, President of the Reading 

Association and committee for both an enjoyable and informative night.  

 



Wine, Juice and Christmas cake to start the 

evening. 

Which Picture book is the best for 2009? 



Other categories to choose the best from. 



Louise Easter Christchurch City Library 


