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1.  Stop, look and liiisten…
by Dale Munro, Mangere Central School

Humans are natural storytellers.  We tell stories every day about our lives.  Teachers tell stories every day about their lives.  But let’s be honest, some teachers are prone to talking too much and teaching too much.  Amongst a multitude of messages taken from this year’s NZRA Reading Conference in Rotorua, I found myself pondering this question – what can we do to help our young learners tell THEIR stories?  

For starters, learners need to READ, READ, READ!  And WRITE, WRITE, WRITE!  
While there are many pathways that lead learners to becoming fluent readers and writers, one theme commonly referred to amongst keynote speakers and presenters was to build up our learners’ reading and writing mileage.  Paul Nation eloquently said “by any means possible substantially increase the quantity of reading and writing that learners do.”  If you want to get good at something, do it lots.  Makes sense!

Introduce learners to the music and magic of poetry!  The key to poetry in the classroom is found in saturation, exposure and enthusiasm.  Jill Eggleton saturated us with strong messages about the power of poetry to provide multiple avenues for connecting learners with literacy and life.  She exposed the audience to the art of bringing a poem to performance, breaking into poetry mid-keynote with rhythmic animation and variation in voice, sound and action.  She enthused us about the potential of poetry in everyday classroom life, where we can encourage our learners to invent the poetic form that suits what THEY want to say.  We need to help our learners become poetic thinkers and to use all of their senses – not to look at, but to “see” the world.
Make sure no learners are left behind!  Dr. Avis Glaze spoke about the importance of giving all learners the time and support they need to succeed in telling their stories.  No excuses.  Do whatever it takes to get through to every learner.  Be resourceful in establishing non-traditional assistance by bringing in older siblings, parents or grandparents – I wonder if there are some worthwhile stories to share there?  Dr. Glaze said “there are no throw-away kids… parents don’t leave the best ones at home.”  That makes sense, too.
I would like to thank the Auckland Reading Association for sponsoring and inspiring young teachers and allowing me to tell this story.  Now let’s build tomorrow’s community of storytellers by making sure our young learners read rich texts daily, write their stories daily and paint their pictures with poetry.  

All of them.

Highlights of my time in Rotorua Reading Conference

By Mepa Taufa-Vuni

The highlight of my time at the Rotorua Reading Conference was Jill Eggleton. Listening to Jill talking about poetry with great enthusiasm was mind blowing. I loved how she quoted a variety of poetry during her speech such as “Who has seen the wind” or the “Highwaymen”. Jill made me realise that poetry can be enjoyed by anyone and has to be read with rhythm together with imagery. I am working with my reluctant writers on writing poetry and they do love it. 

I enjoyed listening to all the keynote speakers. Avis Glaze opened the conference on Monday with an emphasis on educating all and no one left behind.  I am teaching at a low decile school and enjoyed listening to her with her encouragement of teachers in the conference to teach with their all, despite the cultural backgrounds or status of socio-economic levels of their students. 

Sheena Cameron showed me how to use a ‘Literacy Circle’. I loved the idea of having Literacy Circle in my class because it encourages students to be independent readers and taking responsibilities for their own learning. 

Overall, I did really enjoy the Rotorua Reading Conference and I have been learning heaps from different keynote speakers and other experienced teachers such as Sheena Cameron, Jeremy Bloomfield, Learning Media. 

Thank you for sponsoring me...

	A short acrostic report about the New Zealand Reading Association’s Literacy Explosion, 2011 Reading Conference. 
By Ria Melling.

	L
	Louise Dempsey’s workshop was a highlight for me; she spoke about reviewing our reading programmes.

	I
	I am a beginning teacher and am still finding my feet – I am constantly seeking tips here and there to help with setting up a successful reading programme. In this report I will give you an insight to the workshop that I attended, snippets of my stay in Rotorua, and a couple of aspects that I would like to try in my own classroom.

	T
	Think, pair, share - Louise talked about this a lot. This strategy is already evident in my classroom, however the pairings that I have are not allocated. Louise spoke about the importance of the deliberate matching of students. Taking the lower-end students and pairing them with the lower-mid students, then pairing the high-end students with the higher-mid students. This ensures the ability gap between the students is not too great.

	E
	Early stages of reading – Louise uses a ‘toolbox’ which is a visual aid for students to refer to when reading. She uses a checklist which the students use so they can make sure the word sounds right, looks right, makes sense, and if not – they can fix it.

	R
	Reading mileage – students need to be exposed to LOTS of reading, of all different kinds of mediums.

	A
	A lot of ideas that are now floating around in my head – which ones to choose! I am eager to try out new knowledge and strategies that I gained from the conference, but I am aware that I need to choose just one to start with, and carry this out properly in my class for it to be a success for my students and myself.

	C
	Currently I am teaching year two and three students at Wiri Central School.  I find this age range of children to be just wonderful – they are intriguing, full of life, and they certainly keep me on my toes.

	Y
	‘Y-chart’: Louise spoke about how a ‘Y-chart’ can be used frequently in the classroom. This can be used for predictions, and this is an aspect that I would like to use more with my class. The ‘Y’ can separate what the children predict before reading a book, during the reading, and after the reading (as a reflection).

	

	E
	‘Effective Literacy Practice’ is a book that Louise continually referred to. I have this as a resource but I now know that I need to be using it a lot more than I currently do. 

	X
	Xenagogue – meaning ‘a guide’. Louise has guided me in a direction which I am excited to be travelling in.

	P
	Parents can help at home by asking questions about a book that their child has just read – they might like to use a dice with ‘where’, ‘what’, ‘who’, ‘how’, ‘I want to know…’, and ‘why’ on each face of the dice to help guide their questioning.

	L
	Louise has a wealth of knowledge that she is currently using in the schools which she is involved. It is always nice to know that the workshop leader is currently working in schools.

	O
	Over the road – the conference was literally just over the road from where our accommodation was, this was absolutely awesome as it proved to be very cold in Rotorua for the days that we were there. Getting out of bed was sometimes hard as it was freezing – but at least we knew we were only a two minute scurry away from the conference warmth!

	S
	Simplistic yet effective teaching in reading. Louise talked about keeping a reading programme simple and sound. Young children respond well to routines, so having a strong, simple, straight-forward programme in place, children will achieve well.

	I
	“Is teaching what you expected it to be like?” This is a question that some people have asked me since the start of the school year. The response that I give is “No…it is so much better than what I thought it would be like!”

	O
	Oh my, so much to think about!

	N
	Not enough space to thank the Auckland Reading Association for sponsoring me to attend this wonderful conference! The ‘explosion’ that we were a part of has been invaluable to myself, and I feel very humbled that I was chosen so early on in my teaching career to be amongst some amazing people withwhom I will keep in contact. I have made new friends that I hope to keep in touch with for a very long time. Thank you!


A Literacy Explosion, - Jaydene Cargill

Thank you to the Auckland Reading Association for awarding me sponsorship to attend this conference.  I found it rewarding, beneficial and inspiring.

There were a number of amazing speakers there; however, my focus is on presenters who spoke about Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary.  It was these speakers who made the most impact on me and my teaching practice.

Victoria J. Risko presented on the first day and spoke about ‘Game Changers’ around reading comprehension.  It was great that she had tailored her presentation to suit New Zealand and our readers; this made it all the more relevant.  

A key idea I took out of her presentation was the deepening of connections to the text and the promotion of curiosity and inquiry.  Her example using the David Hill’s ‘Journey to Tangiwai’ where she showed a page from the text and highlighted some key words and phrases which clearly showed both the unpacking of language and themes.  She then returned to the text she showed earlier and it was immediately so much easier to understand.  This was exciting to see.

I attended Sheena Cameron’s workshops on Literature Circles and Reading Comprehension and came away with a wealth of knowledge and ideas.  Her presentations were practical, straight to the point and so easy to understand.  This has meant I am able to implement new ideas easily into my programme and utilise reading comprehension strategies more effectively.  I am looking forward to this, especially for my more reluctant readers.

Paul Nation spoke about vocabulary.  This was thought provoking.  In term three I was going to really focus on vocabulary with my students, but after listening to Paul I am actually going to test their vocabulary size first.  After reflecting on Paul’s words I believe my students will have the appropriate vocabulary size for their age and I would therefore be wasting time teaching words when they already have a sufficient vocabulary.  I thoroughly enjoyed Paul’s presentation, it was engaging, entertaining and interesting.

I attended a workshop run by Sue Dymock and Tom Nicholson on Reading Vocabulary and Comprehension.  Sue presented the vocabulary part and it was motivating.  After Paul Nation’s presentation I wasn’t quite sure what to do with my children after I had tested them, however after leaving Sue’s workshop I came away with a number of activities to teach and support vocabulary development.  

The main activities were exploring multiple meaning words because 70% of the 9000 most frequently occurring words, are polysemous (poly – many, semous – meaning).  Another was structural analysis of words based on Anglo-Saxon (which follows a consonant-vowel-consonant pattern), Romance-Latin (which has a root word, often with a prefix and suffix, but not always both), then finally Greek (consisting of two parts like dys / lexic).  The last idea was concept mapping to brainstorm associated words and how they all relate.  This was a really practical workshop which I thoroughly enjoyed.

Lastly, I want to mention Jill Eggleton.  While she didn’t really focus on comprehension or vocabulary in so many words, her presentation was incredible.  Her notion of ‘Threads of Gold’ was moving and inspiring.  Unfortunately while I was at school I do not remember any teacher providing me with a thread of gold, so I have now set this as a goal to provide each child I teach with their own ‘Thread of Gold’.

Conference report – James Robertson – Marshall Laing Primary School
My chosen highlight, (for there were many) of the 34th Annual New Zealand Reading Association conference, A Literacy Explosion was Murray Gadd’s keynote presentation on the teaching of writing in New Zealand classrooms.  

Gadd presented a comprehensive research project that both celebrated the importance of writing in our classrooms and placed student learning and achievement at its heart. Young peoples’ writing and expression was at the forefront, with Gadd sharing some wonderful samples of writing bursting with personal voice and self-expression. He gave an inspiring and insightful talk on how we as classroom teachers can best enable young writers to find their own voice and improve their writing. He identified underachievement in writing as a concern but rather than make excuses he focussed on the positive effects teachers could have on addressing this. 

Gadd identified nine broad dimensions to good practice which included: 

· learning tasks 

· learning goals 

· direct instruction 

· responding to students 

· engaging and challenging students

· teacher efficacy

· organisation and management

· expectations

· self-regulation. 

From the study he then made conclusions based on the results and suggested there are seven critical key elements of effective practice. These are: 

· student involvement in the development of the learning goal

· teachers modelling life long learning and writing

· students setting personal goals and success criteria

· teacher and student discussion based on these goals

· student responsibility and motivation

· time for reflection and identification of next steps

· making the cross-curricular connections between writing and other subject areas. 

Underlying all this though was a teacher’s passion and excitement for writing that needs to be shared with the class. I found this empowering and I will take away from this the goal of continuing to implement a more personalised writing programme with my team at our school. We have started to use rubrics in which students can self-assess against and identify next learning steps and resource this with differentiated activities and workshop teaching. It is exciting to have Gadd’s wealth of research to guide us and I will be making a presentation on his ideas and direction to the teachers in my syndicate team. I think the key will be implementing his ideas progressively.

Thank you to the Auckland Reading Association for their sponsorship and generosity and in granting me this wonderful opportunity to participate in the conference and further my own, my colleagues’ and my students’ learning.     

Reflections on NZRA Conference

Prepared by: Toipua Sila-Schuster

Dr. Glaze discussed the school and system improvements that have been undertaken in Ontario, Canada.  The essence of the Ontario strategy was about achieving results with a sense of urgency, without rancor or the ranking of schools.  She demonstrated that excellence and equity are possible within a diverse context.
Dr Glaze repeatedly said there can be no “throw-away kids”; every child deserved to learn and society needed them to become contributing and productive citizens. Schools have responsibility for the students who come through their doors. Whatever that potential is, the school must find it and enhance it.  All children must reach their potential. She believes that every child has a right to be treated equally inside or out of the classroom.  Her primary focus in education is on building capacity to ensure that all students achieve, regardless of background factors or personal circumstances.
She convinced us that, as educators, we already know the strategies that are effective in improving student learning. We already know how to teach our children. She spoke about teachers being a tool box for the child’s learning.  Sometimes our expectations are not aligned with the needs of every single child that we teach.
Avis Glaze emphasized that we should not look at our children’s backgrounds but to look at how their future is going to be. She stressed that we need to know who our children are and to find out what their learning needs are. If we teachers know our learners then we know the ways to prepare them to be life long readers and writers. Clustering children into learning groups are important and the teacher’s expectation has to be real.
All parents do not want their children to be the throw-away kids. Therefore education is here to serve children and their parents. Improvement happens with our skills and goodwill. That is the power and privilege of being an educator today.
Some reflective questions I asked myself were:
Am I expecting all the children to be successful or just the top group?

Does my classroom programme build on my students’ cultural, language and background experience?

I would like to reflect on my classroom teaching. I am a new entrant and year 1 classroom teacher, teaching in the Samoan Bilingual unit using 80% Samoan and 20% English. There are a few children who enrolled in this class whose first language is not strong but this doesn’t stop me from finding ways and strategies to foster the needs of these particular children. I believe parents have the right to place their children in any classroom of their choice, and my responsibility is to get each child to be literate in writing and reading in Samoan because it would then be easier to transfer to their second language. 

I would like to conclude my report by using a saying from an 8 year old boy, “Show me how to do it because I don’t know how to do that” 

I am really thankful for the opportunity to attend the ‘Literacy Explosion’ because without this opportunity I wouldn’t be able to change things that need to be changed to make things better for children.  

NZRA Conference 2011

Emily Shepperson

Rotorua.  Home of mud pools, thermal springs, a gondola ride up a mountain, and ... that unique smell!

But from the 17th to the 20th of July 2011 Rotorua was home to something else:  Ideas, passion, inspiration, and people that care about our children’s education.

There were 3 main highlights in my conference experience that I would like to share with you.

The first was the very first plenary speaker, Dr Avis Glaze.  Dr Glaze’s speech really hit home for me when she said that often we are our children’s only hope for a different outcome in life.  I teach in a low-decile school and it can become all too easy to use this as an excuse for low achievement.  We want our children to succeed but feel there are too many factors holding them back.  The work that Dr Glaze has been an integral part of in Canada shows that this is not necessarily the case.  These are the best children we are going to get and we need to overcome their limitations and have high expectations for all students.  I also appreciated her comments about teachers needing help in our classrooms.  We need our communities to get behind us and support us.  Whether it is parents volunteering to read with struggling readers or university students that can come in and work with groups, we need help.  

My second highlight was the ‘Teaching Reading Comprehension Strategies’ workshop run by Sheena Cameron.  Sheena came to our school a few years ago to talk to us about classroom environment and reading activities.  I was inspired by her and have used many of her ideas in my classroom.  When her latest book ‘Teaching Reading Comprehension Strategies’ came out I couldn’t wait to get hold of it.  Our whole syndicate is using it and we have had many PD sessions about the strategies.  This workshop was a highlight for me because it gave me a much deeper understanding of the ideas behind the strategies and activities.  I also came away with some different ways of implementing them that I am already trialling in my class.  If they are successful for me I will definitely be sharing them with my colleagues.  

My final highlight was the final plenary speaker, Jill Eggleton.  She ended the conference as powerfully as Dr Avis Glaze opened it.  She made me want to “weave the threads of gold” in my children’s learning.  Jill is an extremely engaging and entertaining presenter.  I really felt her passion for literacy and, in particular, poetry.  As soon as I got home I was on the Internet, searching for poems that I knew would appeal to my class.  After listening to Jill I remembered why it is that I teach: to inspire my children and share with them my love of reading.  

After two long terms at the beginning of this year this conference was exactly what I needed.  I went away feeling re-energised and ready to motivate my students to become the best they can be.  Thank you to the ARA for giving me this amazing opportunity.  I would highly recommend those of you that are eligible apply to be a sponsored teacher next year.  You will not regret it!
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The Auckland contingent at the NZRA Conference.  

NZRA conference - A literacy explosion

(Amavi Mey, Owairaka District School)

As a first time attendee and very fortunate sponsored teacher, I was impressed with the variety and insightfulness of speakers in both the plenary sessions and the workshops.  

The phrase that has stuck with me from the conference is Avis Glaze’s “There are no throw-away kids… parents don’t leave the best ones at home”.  Given proper time and support, all children can succeed – no excuses!  Dr Glaze encouraged us to do whatever it takes to get through to every child, and to be creative in harnessing non-traditional assistance – training up parents, grandparents or high school students to assist in classrooms as more traditional forms of assistance dry up.  

A simple theme that resonated with me in a number of presentations was that teachers talk too much and teach too much.  What to do differently?  I’m taking on ideas from these people:

· Paul Nation: increase the amount of reading and writing that learners do.  The old “time on task” principle: if you want to get good at something – do it lots!  

· Jeremy Bloomfield: develop children’s capacity for asking questions.  Jeremy quoted research suggesting that for every question that a child asks in the classroom, the teacher typically asks seven!

· Joy Allcock: adopt an integrated approach to reading, writing and proof-reading.   Practical suggestions include
· Shared book with a phonics focus.

· Different writing assignments for groups, based on characters in the book (when children understand different text types).
· Get children to check their writing each day for capital letters and full-stops.  Other surface and deeper features can be focused on in smaller groups, according to needs.

Jill Eggleton closed the conference with a very humorous and inspiring talk on poetry and people who have woven ‘threads of gold” in her literacy tapestry.  I’ve planned my first week’s timetable to include a poem I love, and a shared book that will be the focus for questioning skills and the week’s writing programme.  Come back to school, kids!

An explosion of inspiration!  

Ann Marie Dunne
As a second year beginning teacher I was fortunate enough to be sponsored to attend the Reading Conference in Rotorua.  This experience has transformed the way I think about teaching literacy. 

Setting the tone to begin a motivating conference was Dr. Avis Glaze; she reminded us all to have high expectations of all students and to endeavour to overcome social limitations. This began the explosion of inspiration!

I attended a variety of workshops and the obvious commonality was that each presenter had an infectious passion for literacy. They had an abundance of practical and effective ideas that could be simply transferred into the classroom to help us increase our effective teaching of literacy. 

A workshop that made a significant impact on my teaching practice was ‘Making Writing Real’ presented by Christine Jeffs. I specifically selected this workshop as I had some reluctant writers in my class. Christine highlighted 

· the importance of using inquiry questions to promote curiosity. 

· the students taking ownership and researching information to inform their writing was a central theme. 

Making use of technology to provide visuals and information scaffolds the student to success. Christine provided several examples to use in the classroom. She reinforced the significance of breaking the teaching of writing down into manageable and specific learning intentions for the students. She touched on many genres of writing with examples of how we can take a fresh approach to promote a love of writing in our students. In between furiously writing all the extra information Christine was providing, I had the opportunity to attempt some of the examples and have focused professional discussions with other experienced teachers. 

The four days I spent at the conference was a fast paced learning journey that will be unforgettable. The opportunity to meet and listen to experts in the literacy field has changed my approach to teaching. The welcoming attitudes of the hosts also allowed us to feel at ease and enjoy the experience thoroughly. The final message that I reflected upon was how the conference affirmed the hard work that teachers do and the importance to keep learning and upskilling. I would urge any teacher regardless of experience to attend the ARA reading conference as it certainly was a literacy explosion. 

2.  Joy Allcock – The Mechanics of Writing – Report on ARA Seminar 

Joy’s background is originally as an occupational therapist, but she has always had a love of reading.  While her children were at school she was a parent helper.  Here she worked with a difficult child who was a very reluctant writer.  Eventually she made a compromise, “I’ll write you a story, a chapter at a time, if you write,” and it worked.  Her story was called ‘The Best Tree Fort Ever’. 

This story helps to explain Joy’s belief in writing.  First we need to get print on the page.  Then we can aim for more quality. There are three skills children need in order to become quality writers: production, authorship and formatting skills.  

The production skills are about getting print onto the page.  Here we focus on vocabulary, handwriting and spelling. Joy said that the students who are not our best spellers could be our best authors.  She told us that right from the beginning we should be teaching children one sound a day, even if only for 10 minutes.  We need children to expect diversity as one sound can have different spellings. She then went on to show us some example lessons we could take and focussed on finding sounds in stories.  The stories she used were from her levelled readers but she said examples could be found in many books.  
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Authorship is how we convey information. We need to teach our students word-level, sentence-level and text-level skills.  Children should learn about different genres so they can use these effectively by themselves.  She showed us how those levelled readers that had been used for spelling could then be used as a springboard into writing, with examples of different genres.  This gives all the children a common experience to base their writing on.  

Formatting skills are important for the accuracy and clarity of the layout and content of our writing.  Someone else could do this part and it wouldn’t affect the essence of the story.   This is often the case with professional authors.  When teaching formatting skills we are focussing on the structure of the text, proofreading and editing.  Joy said that punctuation should be checked on the day of writing, or it loses its meaning.  This can be done in a whole class situation.

An ideal writing lesson should be 45 minutes:

10 minutes for ideas

25 minutes for writing

10 minutes for editing.

The final thing I picked up from Joy’s seminar is that snails can crawl on razor blades without getting cut.  This is because of their slime.  It’s amazing what ideas we can pick up at ARA Seminars!

Emily Shepperson

3.   Book Review. 

Eggleton, J. E. (2010). Lighting the literacy fire: Practical ideas for the organisation and implementation of comprehensive literacy teaching. Gosford NSW: Scholastic.

This book is organised into five main chapters: 
· oral language
· written language  
· reading and writing 
· spelling and 
· visual language. 
Each chapter starts with an overview and then moves into practical details. There is not a lot of reference to research, but evidence-based practice is embedded in the text. There are also two small chapters on suggested classroom layouts and timetables. The timetables reflect the New Zealand Curriculum focus on the core subjects. 
The book itself is very user friendly, with flaps on the back and front cover; these make excellent bookmarks. 

The focus of the book is curriculum levels 1-3, so this is mostly a text for the primary school sector. There are many practical suggestions, and it is easy to see how topic or theme could be woven into literacy, as topic or theme, gets very little time allocated to it in the timetable suggestions. 
The book is written for a wider audience than just New Zealand teachers, so it is important to use prior knowledge when reading the book. 

Reading this book made me reflect on my own practice. I would not use every suggestion, for example having a child stay at one learning centre during the whole of the literacy block. However I was very interested in Jill’s suggestions for managing independent reading once students have reached, what she calls, stage 1 and 2 fluency. 
Jill also focuses on the use of reciprocal reading in the classroom setting. Her explanations of shared writing, interactive writing and writing for students, or modelling, are clear and are introduced as part of a balanced writing programme. 
She also provides publishing guidelines. 
Her approach to spelling is based on using identified needs or having assessment data drive the programme. She also includes a focus on vocabulary development through the spelling programme. 

I found this book both very readable and very practical and believe it would be a useful addition to the teacher resource library in any school. 

(Reviewed by Barbara Strong – ARA president)

4.   A Visit to a School in Namibia. 

An interesting day at a school in Namibia.  It was a private Catholic school so is typical only of that genre of school.  There are other schools – Government run, which are in other areas and then there are the ones which are in the townships. 

Namibia used to be known as German Southwest Africa and was given to South Africa as a mandate after the 1st World War.  They never gave it back until 20 years ago, when, after a very nasty war involving the SWAPO (the freedom fighters of Namibia) and South Africa, Namibia became independent.  It could be a very rich country as it has deposits of gold, diamonds, uranium and bauxite.  

Children start school in the year in which they turn 7 so some could be just 6 at the beginning of the year.  They are tested to see if they are ready for school – name/address, colours/numbers etc.  Not sure what happens to them if the don’t ‘pass’ the test!!  

The school I went to teaches reading by phonics, expects ½ to ¾ of an hour homework for 1st graders consisting of writing 2 or 3 times the words for the day and putting these into a sentence – using as many as possible – some mathematics and reading of a book.  Many of the books are of the ‘Janet and John’ style with fairly stilted stories. 

There are no ‘soft-landing’ mats under the climbing frames etc – in fact the ground is made of rock and pebbles.  

Right from Grade 1 they do PE every day plus have hockey and tennis for the girls and cricket and tennis for the boys.  School starts at 7.00 a.m. and finishes at 1.00 p.m. so they don’t have lunch there but two 15-20 minutes breaks during the day.  

One of the unusual things, from a parent’s point of view, is that after school one can take children to swimming or music or whatever and get home and instead of having to rush around and get tea ready, it’s only 3.00 p.m.-ish and so there’s time for the children to do homework and play before tea.  

Diane O’Sullivan 

