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2010 Calendar of Events

	Date
	Event

	March 11th
	Seminar – Leading Lights in Literacy. Practising teachers give tips on teaching. Cultural Centre, Berkley Normal Middle School

	March 25th
	AGM. Meeting Rooms A& B, School of Education, 

University of Waikato, 5.30 pm

	March 20th 
	Literacy Trust Award applications due

WRA Conference Award applications due 

	April
	 Noteworthy published; Forum distributed

	May 27th
	Seminar: Reciprocal teaching- Marie Kelly. 

	July 12-15
	IRA World Congress on Reading. Auckland, Sky City 

	July 
	Noteworthy  and Reading Forum NZ distributed

	August 13th
	Reciprocal Reading seminar: Marie Kelly

	September 8th
	Seminar on comprehension strategies: Sheena Cameron

	Term 4
	Children’s event – Visits to schools by writer Feana Tu’akoi

	November
	Noteworthy published. Reading Forum NZ distributed


Presidents Report

 Judy Benton 

Sarah Couper is the 2010 Waikato Reading Association Literacy Trust recipient. Sarah is in her fourth year of teaching and is currently teaching a Year 3 class at Hamilton West School. 

Sandie Haddock was the recipient of the Waikato Reading Association complimentary registration. Sandie teaches a Year 4, 5, 6 class at Tahuna School. Sandie’s report on the Convention is below, and Sarah’s will be in the next Noteworthy.

 Up-coming events

· The response to the Marie Kelly seminar on Reciprocal Reading was such that we have had to ask Marie to return on the 13 August and present her seminar again.

· Sheena Cameron will present a seminar on comprehension strategies on Thursday September 8. Sheena’s seminars are always very popular so teachers will need to be in quick.

· In Term 4 Feana Tu’akoi has agreed to visit three schools to talk about her work as an author.

Come and join us. New members welcome. We meet on the first Thursday of the month at 5.30pm at the School of Education at the University of Waikato. 

judy@deanwell.school.nz
The 23rd IRA World Congress on Reading

Joan Gibbons

It didn’t look very promising, but the plenary session on Forcing Grammar Out of the Closet, by Beverly Derewianka from the University of Woolongong, New South Wales, Australia, was unexpectedly enjoyable. Beverly started by saying that grammar is not as much of a problem in children’s writing as people make out. What makes children’s writing look bad is mostly spelling and punctuation problems, and they are relatively easy to address; both are the same type of relatively simple problem. Grammar, she stated, needs to be tackled from a different perspective, that of understanding language and how it works. This is best done not by learning grammatical rules, but from the point of view of understanding meaning and expressing thoughts clearly to produce effective writing. 
She recommended a functional approach to grammar, looking at both social and cognitive aspects. Grammar is a resource for making meaning, a system of choices that enables us to do things. The choices vary according to context, purpose and audience. Written texts differ from spoken and visual texts – each have their own acceptable grammars. Grammar for writing is best learned in the context of authentic, purposeful curriculum tasks, and is best observed in the context of whole texts. She talked about the values, beliefs and social purpose of texts. The genres of school instruction include explaining, responding, arguing, debating, entertaining, etc, and children need to understand what is involved in each of these (what they should do when asked to explain, etc.), before they can answer questions or do tests which ask them to do these things. They need to actively discuss the difference between them, and to practice tasks which employ their different meanings. 

Barbara talked about the context of situations: field, tenor, mode, register. If children understand the difference between low modality writing, represented by words like could, might, possibly, maybe, and high modality language such as must, should, definitely, absolutely, then they are in a better position to understand concepts such as introducing hypotheses in science (low modality) or the (high modality) language of instructions. Having a metalanguage to talk about the language they are reading and writing provides children with tools to talk about this language. 

Beverly used text from J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone to show how children could, for example, map the progress of pronouns and relate them to the nouns and noun phrases they linked to. This assists children to trace the course of meaning over a passage, and thereby helps them to consider how they can form meaning in their own writing. Grammar is about creating coherent texts.

At the convention I saw a poster presentation entitled: Accelerating Reading Inequities in the Early Years, a good example of misrepresentation of meaning through relating the wrong concepts to each other. I managed to hold off asking the U.S.A. presenter why she wanted to accelerate inequities only by staying well away from the presentation. I hope she went to Beverly Derewianka’s session on grammar! 
A poster presentations I enjoyed was An Analysis of Translated Picture Books from Taiwanese Authors: Cultural Authenticity and Identity. This was a well prepared poster and the Taiwanese American author talked intelligently about it. We discussed the NZ translations of some of the books that Gecko Press have done. They appear to mostly have avoided the shortfalls of US publications which leave out important text or misrepresent it. An example is where the translation says that the child is following the shadow of a cat whereas the illustration and the original text both clearly show and say that the child is walking along the shadow of the roofline.

Another session I enjoyed was the workshop on Blending Video for Non-fiction Comprehension by Mark Geary, Dakota State University, Madison, SD. This interactive session was about combining concept maps, pictures, videos, and non-fiction literature to create memorable digital video clips that visually engage students and enhance retention and understanding. Although Mark Geary was talking about his work as a university  lecturer, it was useful in extending my knowledge of what it is in video clips that engages learners, as well as how to put them together. Next time we make a teaching video I will start with concept mapping and a story board.
World Reading Congress

Sandie Haddock

As I waded through the 76 pages of potential workshops to attend, I decided I’m definitely one of those who enjoy having a hard copy to peruse while choosing between workshops, symposiums, posters or papers!  I was totally overawed at the quality and depth of presenters. 

I’d ensured when registering that I had booked all the special lunches with some of my favourite childhood authors; Margaret Mahy, Lynley Dodd and David Hill.  These authors are “stars” in New Zealand Literacy, Meeting these authors in person is much like going backstage at a rock concert.   

 In the past, I would have not been one of those teachers who would give up a well earned holiday, yet alone attend a Literacy based Professional Development opportunity.  Times have definitely changed in my teaching, and I am very thankful for having a supportive mentor to guide me.

The venue was a highlight, right in the middle of Auckland City, in the shadow of the mighty Sky Tower.  I arrived and looked for at least one familiar face in amongst the colourful crowd.  I tentatively sat down alone in the auditorium. In the opening address we were reminded that “We are not strangers, just friends yet to meet.”  The challenge over drinks and nibbles was to find something in common with someone, for a few we realised that ‘wine’ was a common element to start the conversation flowing.

The next day an early start was required, to get to the registration desk and receive all the goodies needed for the day in store.  The plenary speaker, Stuart McNaughton, drove home the message for students across all countries and all cultures and very relevant to not only concern ourselves about the “tail” of underachievement.
Following this was an engaging workshop in regard to using Multimedia to engage and enhance response to Literature.  This provided a wealth of relevant activities using tools already familiar to us such as Powerpoint, Voice Thread, Glogster, etc., and how to make them even more relevant to a Literacy enriched classroom.

At the first author’s lunch it was an opportunity to listen to and ask for an autograph from David Hill.  A genuine opportunity to hear David read some of his work. It was empowering to hear. 

Unfortunately, a Readers Theatre workshop with Margaret Mahy had been cancelled. However, I wasn’t too disappointed after attending a Vigorous Vocabulary workshop with some very talented American poets and authors.   These two gave some fantastic approaches that I’ll be able to use immediately when I get back with my class.

The final session of the day opened my eyes to the possibilities of using a range of multiliteracies and the variety of grammar attached to these.  This was definitely the eye opener for me during Day 1. It rang true the importance in today’s society the use of semiotic systems (visual, linguistic, audio, gestural and spatial).  It will be certainly something I really want to take further in my teaching practice thanks to Dr Geoff Bull and Dr Michele Anstey. 

Day 2 kept me just as engaged. The plenary speaker was a very well practised presenter, Dr David Pearson, who challenged us on the changes in assessment and allowed us to see the path the USA have taken to address the issues. 

The workshop sessions I chose were based on: Making Interesting Book Reports, Bringing about schoolwide change in Literacy practices and Successful strategies for Building Lifetime Readers.  The last session of the day was definitely a highlight as Dr Steven Layne, an author of many books for a variety of levels as well as a University lecturer, gave an insight on how to get  reluctant readers hooked; it was extremely invigorating.

The final day introduced us to Australian Beverly Derewianka, and allowed us to explore the traditional approach to traditional grammar versus the functional grammar approach.  This gave us all food for thought and made some strong links to my Day 1 workshop with Dr Anstey & Bull.  

A common thread throughout the Congress was the importance of ICT to enthuse, enjoy and enhance teaching and learning in Literacy.  My final workshop addressed all this with E-Voc – enhancing Vocabulary with e-learning.  We were provided with some fantastic ideas that were already proven as classroom examples were shared with us. 

Lynley Dodd proved to be an ever so popular author to have lunch with.  She shared her journey to become a writer and the steps she went through to create the wonderful verse in the Hairy Maclary stories.  She even shared the delightful onomatopoeia Scarface Claw makes in Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy.
The closing speaker was the infamous Joy Cowley. She spoke about writing books for children and sharing her insight into what makes a book so successful.  She has lost count of how many books she has had published. Her message was delightful to listen to and I may need to just put some pen to paper myself and get those creative juices flowing. 

I know everyone’s experience would have been a different one, some relevant aspects to me may not have been as important to others.   I kept in the back of my mind how different approaches would work with the children in my current class.  I certainly filled up the exercise book with plenty of notes that no doubt I’ll cherish for many years. 

I left the congress far wiser, thrilled that I had been given the opportunity to take part and excited at the chance to bring these great ideas back into a classroom of eager children. It was an absolute privilege to attend such a well run event.  To the Waikato Reading Association I’d like to acknowledge their financial support and allowing me the opportunity to attend. 
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