
Teaching Children 
to Write 

Three Crazy Hats 

and  

a Very Special Cat 

The Feet First Picture Book Award 



Competition starts 
1 August  

Last day for entries 
18 November 

Entry details at 
www.feetfirst.govt.nz 

Picture Book 
Competition 



• Curriculum links 

• Creating a mock-up 

• Identifying picture book 
elements 

• Exploring illustration 
styles 

• Writing the text 

• Doing thumbnails 

• Creating sketches 

• Final art 

• Getting feedback 

• Winners’ tips 

• Follow-ups  

Workshop 



“Using a set of underpinning 
processes and strategies, 
students develop knowledge, 
skills, and understandings 
related to: 

• text purposes and 
audiences; 

• ideas within language 
contexts; 

• language features that  
enhance texts; 

• the structure and 
organisation of  texts.”  

Curriculum 
links 



“Students need to practice 
making meaning and 
creating meaning at each 
level of the curriculum.”  



From Reading and Writing 
Standards for Years 1-8 

Writing to meet the 
demands of curriculum 
tasks in years 1-8 

• “The aim of writing 
instruction is to build 
students’ accuracy, their 
fluency, and their ability to 
create meaningful text. 

• For information about the 
instructional strategies … 
refer to chapter 4 of the 
Effective Literacy Practice 
handbooks.”  

 

Reading and Writing Standards  
for years 1-8 



“Shared writing involves the 
teacher and a group of 
students – often the whole 
class – in planning and 
constructing a text together.  
The teacher models and talks 
through the process of 
constructing a text, giving 
explicit instruction in how to 
use writing strategies during 
the shared writing process.  
The students contribute their 
ideas and expertise to the 
process of constructing the 
text.”  

Effective Literacy Practice 
in Years 1 to 4 

Shared writing 



“In every shared writing session, 
the students have a specific 
purpose for writing and also a 
learning goal. 

During a shared writing session, 
the teacher acts as a scribe, 
writing on a chart or board that 
all the students can see easily.  
Generally, the students 
contribute most of the text, 
often in response to the 
teacher’s questions and prompts  

As the text is recorded, it is 
constantly reread and 
amended.”  

Effective Literacy Practice 
in Years 5 to 8 

Shared writing 



Ka Hikitia: Managing for Success 

Strong early literacy 
and numeracy 
foundations 
 

 





Sort out your resources 
and your plan 



Workshop tip 

Create a picture-book-
saturated learning space.    



Create a 
mock-up 



Identify the features of a picture book 
• With your class, analyse lots of picture books.  How are they put together?  

Where do the words go?  How do the pictures and the text relate to each other? 

• Start with the cover and title page?  What jobs do they do? 

• Work right through to the back-cover blurb.  It has an important job to do.  What 
is it? 

• These conversations will help to create a common vocabulary in your learning 
community.  They will give the students time to get their heads around terms 
such as “character”, “illustration”, and “blurb”. 

• Create class displays of different illustration styles: photographs, collage, and 
graphic novel, for example.  



Pop-quiz 

• What’s the back-cover blurb’s job? 

• Why would you use a double-page spread? 

• How could you start the story on the title page but still have a title 
page? 

• When might you put just an illustration on a page (and no words)? 

• As well as photographs, collage, and graphic novel-style illustrations, 
what are two more illustration styles?  

 

 



Workshop tip 

Stories that take 
place horizontally 
lend themselves to 
the landscape format.  
Think of roads and 
walking school buses! 

Keep the action 
moving left to right.  
A skateboard could 
zoom out of the 
picture, heading off 
to the right.  

 



If horizontal stories 
lend themselves to 
the landscape 
format, who can 
think of a story that 
would lend itself to 
the portrait format? 
 
 

Question 



Angles and points of view 



Workshop tip 

As the children work on the 
illustrations, they pretend to 
be cameras on a cell phones.  
They imagine climbing up a 
ladder and looking down.  
They imagine crouching and 
looking up.   

They think like movie 
directors.  They use a wide 
shot to convey the setting for 
the story.  They zoom in on 
the action.  In a big close up 
of a face we see a character’s 
reaction.  



Choose an 
illustration style 



Group challenge 

Working in groups of four: 

• brainstorm two ideas 
for a picture book 
about travelling to 
school actively and 
safely 

• compose a two-
sentence back-cover 
blurb for one of the 
ideas 

• work out why the book 
should be landscape or 
portrait. 

Pick a spokesperson to 
present your idea to the 
workshop.  

 



Write a page-turner! 



Use thumbnails in a storyboard to  
plan strong picture/text links 



Thumbnails to sketches 



 

Final art workshop tip 

Working in groups, 
everyone can contribute 
to collage artwork.  This is 
a great way to create the 
backgrounds.  

 



Test-run and check-list your entry 



Kathy Chandler’s class at Green 
Bay Primary School won the 
competition last year with Crazy 
Hat Day.   How did Room 22 do 
it? 

• We looked at lots of picture 
books and analysed why the 
children like them.  

• We looked at a wide variety of 
picture books and analysed their 
formats, covers content, and 
back-cover blurbs.  

• We looked at the relationship 
between pictures and text and 
what makes a book really 
enjoyable in the first place.  

Tips and insights from Kathy Chandler  



Informed brainstorming 

• We looked at the format of 
picture books, the number of 
pages they have, the 
interaction between the 
illustrations and text, and 
how to make each page 
interesting and keep the 
reader’s interest. 

• We looked at the way picture 
books have plots and a good 
ending - with interesting 
characters. 

• Then we brainstormed ideas. 
 
 



Ways of working  
• The whole class worked in 

groups to create the different 
characters. 

• I had a fantastic creative 
parent who really helped to 
draw out the children’s ideas. 

• We selected some class artists 
to develop these ideas further. 

• When the professional 
illustrator and book designer 
worked with the class later, she 
involved all the children in 
creating collage backgrounds, 
self-portraits, and the crazy 
hats.  

 

 



Enthusiasm and passion 

• I also had two teacher aides 
working in my class with an 
autistic boy and they were very 
helpful. 

• I think that having other 
enthusiastic adults involved 
helps a lot … 

 … but also create a love of 
books, reading, and writing in 
the children.  Being passionate 
about picture books instils a 
sense of what’s possible!  
 



Involve everyone 

• Everyone was involved.  The 
autistic boy contributed with 
collage, his self-portrait, and 
created a visual simile (of a 
dinosaur, his favourite 
animal), working with his 
teacher aides. 

• If I could do anything 
differently, I would probably 
try to involve the whole class 
in the art work from the start 
so that they all feel 
ownership right from the 
beginning, although they 
very much did by the time 
the book was finished. 
 

 



Tips and insights from Kathryn Cochet 
Kathryn Cochet’s class at 
Otonga Primary School won the 
competition in 2009 with 
Pancake’s Lucky Adventure.  

 

How did Kathryn and 

Room 2 do it?  Let’s ask her … 

 



Some questions for Kathryn 

• What’s a good way to get started?  How did your class come up 
with their terrific idea in the first place? 

• Once your class had the basic idea for their picture book, how 
did you scaffold the actual writing (thinking about chapter 4 in 
Effective Literacy Practice in Years 1 to 4 and activities such as 
shared writing, interactive writing, guided writing, and 
independent writing)? 

• How did you give your students insights into the features of 
picture books, such as double-page spreads and back-cover 
blurbs? 

• Were you able to involve the whole class in doing the artwork?  
How? 

• Looking back on your experience, what were two things that 
helped your class do so well and win the competition? 

• If you were doing the whole thing again, what’s the one thing 
that you’d do differently? 



Follow-ups 

Taking part in the competition created a passion for writing at Green Bay School.  So 
much so that it has spawned a lunchtime writers’ class.   Some other ways to build on 
the experience: 

• Invite a writer to do a creative writing workshop with your class through the Writers 
in Schools Programme 
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/Education/Programme_Overview/Writers_in_School
s.htm 

• Have a class Skype conversation with a writer through Book Talks 
http://www.booktalks.org.nz/   

• Have a Creative Coaching writer-in-resident in your class 
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/Education/Programme_Overview/Creative_Coaching
_writer_residencies.htm 

• With year 7 and 8 students, enter the School Journal’s Elsie Locke Writing Prize.  
Details at http://www.learningmedia.co.nz/contributors/writers-and-editors   

• Write for Stone Soup, a journal of young people’s writing at 
http://www.stonesoup.com/   
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